
OSHA TRAINING 2021: APRIL 

NEEDLES AND SHARPS 



Just The Facts 
• One out of five healthcare workers 
    sustain a needle stick injury every year  

 
• Serious or fatal infections like HIV and hepatitis 

Band C have been acquired from needle sticks  
 

• Safety devices prevent needle sticks  

(unless you do it wrong) 

• Safety devices are the law.  
 
 



To Prevent Needlestick Injuries: 

• DO NOT RUSH, TAKE YOUR TIME! 
 

• Always use safety devices , dispose of them immediately 
and carefully 
 

• Place a sharps disposal container close to the procedure 
area, NEVER over fill containers.  
 

• Limit interruptions during procedures  
 
 
 



• Explain the procedure to patients to gain 
their cooperation and avoid potential 
movement during the procedure  

 

• Ask for assistance with patients that might be 
uncooperative, such as children (or men) 

 



• Never recap needles!  
 

• Get a hepatitis B vaccination; this should be 
provided at no cost by your employer  
 

• Report all needle stick and other injuries 
immediately  



If you have a needle stick Injury:  
 

• The affected area should be rinsed and 
washed thoroughly with soap and water. 

• The patient is not to be sent for testing or 
questioned at all about the status of their 
health 

• Argus employees should immediately go to 
the designated clinic. 



Follow The Protocol 
• Wait for the results of your 
own blood tests. 
 
• Determine with a medical 
specialist at the clinic whether 
you will need medication to 
prevent an infection 
 
• Exposure follow- up may 
include drugs with significant 
side effects 
  
• Blood tests and further 
evaluation may be needed for 
six months to a year following 
the injury. 



LOOK AT NEW DEVICES EACH YEAR 

• Ask your sales rep for samples 
of new devices that might be 
easier to use and work better 
for your practice. 


